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“and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love 

mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” Micah 6:8 
 

2011’s Theme: “EMBRACING THE GUIDELINES FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH”  
(I Thess.5:12-22). 

 
 

FROM OUR       
PASTOR’S     

DESK 
 There is a song in 
our history that says, 
“Through many 
dangers toils and 
snares; I have already 
come; It was grace 
that brought me safe 
thus far, and grace 
will lead me on.” 

When we take a 
look back over the 
one hundred and nine 
years this church has 
been in existence, we 
marvel at God’s 
amazing grace.  
GOD’S AMAZING 
GRACE is his ability to 
maneuver us through 
the dangers of life, 
and deliver us safely 
toward our 

destination.  GOD’S 
ABRASIVE GRACE is 
his willingness to send 
dangers and trials to 
our lives to bring us to 
the realization that we 
have not made it on 
our own, and that 
nobody but the Lord is 
responsible.  All of 
which causes us to 
come out of our trials 
singing. 
’I thank God for 
the mountain; I 
thank God for the 
valley; I thank 
him for the 
storms he brought 
me through; If I 
never had a 
problem, I would 
not know that God 
could solve them; 
I wouldn’t know 
what faith in God 
could really 

do,…But through 
it all….’ 
  One of our most 
recent highlights in our 
history was the 
OBSERVANCE OF OUR 
ONE HUNDRED AND 
NINTH ANNIVERSARY.   
  We salute Dea. 
David Lewis (Coordinator), 
Sis. Bonnie Lewis 
(Chairperson), and the 
entire CULINARY 
MINISTRY for their 
leadership of this 
historic event.  There 
were many exciting 
activities planned and 
the cooperation of the 
church family was 
phenomenal.  All goals 
were met both 
spiritually and 
financially. 
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  Our next prayer 
challenge was our 
election of  officers for  
the next fiscal year.  I 
want to commend 
those who served this 
past fiscal year and to 
welcome those elected 
for the new fiscal year. 
Installation of officers 
is set for the second 
Sunday in January so 
that the transition will 
be as smooth as 
possible. It is 
important for ministry 
leaders to remember 
that we are not 
PROMOTABLE until we 
become EXPENDIBLE.  
That is to say, it is the 
function of the leader 
to ensure that 
someone else can do 
what we do when our 
time is up. 
  Sis. Williams, 
again, sends thanks to 
those of you who sent 
cards, letters, and 
notes of 
encouragement during 
her recovery. 
  Thanks to Sis. 
Clara Wardlow for 
keeping us up to date 
on church happenings 
through THE 
PROGRESSOR. 

 
 

            
Sympathy is extended 

to the following reported 
families: 

Sis. Debra Daniels 
Sis. Beverly Footman 

Sis. Janice Sturks 
Dea. Tommy Robinson 

THE FAMILY OF  
SIS. EDDIE BRADY 

Sis. Prenchelle Billue 
Sis. Essie Merritt  

 Sis. Mae Pearl Merritt 
Sis. Kim Engram 

Bro. Sherman Upshaw 
Sis. Regina Wright 

Dea. Booker T. 
Washington 

Sis. Shirley Davis 
Sis. Fredreda Scott  

OTHERS NOT REPORTED 
 

 

Please submit articles for 
the Church Bulletin by 10 
AM Tuesdays. Forms for 
submission are located 
in the mailboxes’ hallway 
or you can email  
churchhappenings@aol.com.  
 
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE--
 As we update our 
membership, please 
complete  a membership 
update card.  The card 

can be obtained and 
returned to your ministry 
leader; OR from   one of 
the entrance tables and 
returned to an usher. 
Thank you for your 
completion and return of 
the card.  

For all Church Clerk 
items, please contact 

Sis. Marilyn 
Washington at 
813-657-9580. 

Please schedule all usage  
of the FAMILY LIFE 

CENTER with 
Sis. Linda Porter.  You can 
leave a message on her 
voice mailbox at 248-
8101 (Box #2) or talk with 
her in person. 

 

Reported By 
Dea. Sutton Page 

     We are pleased to 
welcome the following 
new members to our 
Church Family: 

August 
Baptism - Allison Lynn  
Graduates - Allison Lynn, 
Edmonia and Jimmy 
Taylor 

September 
Baptism - Timothy Jones 
Graduates – Timothy 
Jones, Latosha Yeadon, 
Phyllis Williams 

October 
Baptism - Ladarius Shaw 
Graduates - Ladarius 
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Shaw, Lesa Jones, Craig 
Davis 
  

 Jesus has 
everything we 
need in one 
place—it is in 
Him. 

 

 
EDITORIAL 

 
 Just like a tree planted 
by the water, New Mount 
Zion has not been moved.  
Though the winds have 
blown all around her, New 
Mount Zion has not been 
moved.  
 The above picture 
displays the little wooden 
church that     once was the 
sanctuary for New Mount 
Zion with its membership. 
It is by the grace of God 
New Mount Zion is still 
progressing in God’s Holy 
Name. Yes, New Mount 
Zion has come a long way. 

New Mount Zion is a 
church family that has gone 
through many dangers, 
toils, and snares, but 
because it is God’s church, 
it has not been moved.  
Many members have come 
and gone, but the Church of 
God is still striving. The 
membership can give a 
testimony to “Father I 

Stretch My Hands to Thee, 
No Other Help I Know; If 
Thy Withdraw Thyself 
From Me, O’ Whether 
Shall I Go.” Many 
complain about the Church, 
but each of us must 
remember no weapon 
formed against God will 
ever prosper.  That is 
another reason New Mount 
Zion is still “Embracing 
the Guidelines for 
Spiritual Growth.” We 
must continue to send up 
petitions, prayers, and 
proclamations to God. 
 As we personally look 
at ourselves in the mirror, 
can we honestly say New 
Mount Zion has remained 
“One Church” because of 
its members’ devotion to 
God.  Some have said, 
“New Mount Zion is not 
going to make it; that 
Church will not amount to 
anything; I guarantee they 
won’t last another year.” 
The complainers have been 
proven incorrect.  God has 
and continues to keep His 
hands on New Mount Zion.  
He will continue to draw us 
nearer to Him by being a 
shelter in the storm and a 
rock in a weary land. 
 We, as God’s children, 
must be seen “Maintaining 
Family Identification.”  
This can only be done 
through our words and 
deeds to each other. Every 
step that the enemy sets 
won’t work because we 
know whose we are. Our 

love of each other through 
our love of God identifies 
us as genuinely being his 
children. 
 In doing the above, we 
must plant seeds that 
demonstrate we are 
“Cultivating Christian 
Virtues.”  These virtues are 
demonstrated in the 
character we display to 
others. We do not cultivate 
Christian virtues by cursing 
out our fellow man, 
scheming, lying, being 
hateful, nor stealing. 
Christian virtues can only 
be cultivated by doing that 
which is pleasing and 
acceptable to God. 
 Since we are Children 
of God, we must be seen as 
Christian brothers and 
sisters “Enjoying the 
Unity.”  This enjoyment 
comes from extending love 
to everyone including those 
who do not seem to be 
lovable.  Many people 
practice—even some who 
say they are Christians—
disharmony; they cannot 
stand the sight of people 
working together to uplift 
the Name of God. They 
seem to enjoy practicing 
evil.  God’s Children must 
unite under his leadership 
in order to enjoy His unity.  
 New Mount Zion was 
once known for being the 
church filled with much 
confusion.  However, as the 
years have advanced, many 
have grown spiritually and 
have been “Preserving the 
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Unity in the Body of 
Christ.”  This preservation 
did not come on its own; it 
came with the strength that 
was not the members’ own.  
It has come and still comes 
from constant prayer and 
asking our Heavenly Father 
to guide his children in 
what we say and do.   
 We all are different.  
God did not create any two 
people alike.  However, He 
does desire us to have 
“Unity in Diversity.”  
Even the individual 
differences we possess 
should unify us as we hold 
up the banner (ourselves) as 
witnesses for our Heavenly 
Father.  His love for us is 
so powerful that he sent His 
only begotten Son to walk 
this earth in human form 
ministering and teaching 
the Word.  He died so we 
would have a right to go to 
Heaven and live with our 
Heavenly Father.  But He 
did not leave us alone. He 
arose from the dead and left 
the Comforter to live within 
us. The Comforter guides 
us to do what is right.  The 
Comforter comforts us and 
keeps us warm through the 
blood of Jesus. However, 
there is an enemy that can 
get into our hearts to 
encourage us to do wrong.  
Therefore, we must 
examine ourselves and 
strive daily to become  “A    
 Christ-Centered 
Church.”  This can only be 
done by being rooted and 

grounded in living the 
Word of God.  The Word of 
God is delivered by our 
God-sent Pastor; however, 
we must remember, 

 The Gospel should 
not only be 
preached from the 
pulpit; it should be 
practiced from the 
pews.  

10/09/11 Pastor Williams’ 
Sermon 

 Because many of New 
Mount Zion’s members 
have and are striving to do 
that which is pleasing to 
God, New Mount 
Zion has celebrated 
109 years. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 There has been an 
obvious discoloration 
patch of carpeting in the 
ladies’ lounge for years.  
However, Sisters 
Geraldine Twine,  
Carolyn Watson, and  
Bettye Grant felt a  
need to eliminate the 
unappealing carpet 
before our 109th 
Anniversary took place. 
They did this by 
personally having the 

entire carpet in this 
lounge replaced with 
personal funds from 
their households.  This 
was a donation of love 
not looking for payment 
from our church’s 
finances.  Love from 
within does move many 
to give of their time and 
finances above and 
beyond the regular 
tithes and offering.  
Ladies, thank you for 
this beautification 
venture. 

 Sis. Allen, a neighbor 
of one of our members, 
donated two walkers 
and a respirator to our 
Nurses’ Station.  We 
appreciate her kindness.  
Please keep her in our 
prayers as she goes 
through the earthly 
demise of her husband.  

 

 
The Lord’s principles and 
promises don’t change, no 
matter how severe or 
painful the situation is. 
Focus on Christ instead of 
the circumstances—God 
will comfort your heart 
and bring you safely 
through the trial. Then you 
can answer Paul’s call to 
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“rejoice in the Lord 
always.” (Phil. 4:4) MW 
   

Please submit all articles 
for the next edition of “The 

Progressor” by Monday, 
January 25. Our Church’s 

Bulletin will give additional 
information. 

 

 

 
1.  1000 Women 
in White—On 
Sunday, July 31 our 57 
passenger bus and our 
smaller passenger bus 
transported members 
and guests to Parrish, 
Florida to fellowship at 
St. Mary Missionary 
Baptist Church where 
Rev. Dr. Fletcher 
Lawson serves as 
Pastor. The Voices of 
Praise and Male Ushers 
gave leadership in the 
Worship.  This service 
was chaired by Sis. 
Aquila Morgan of St. 
Mary, who is the First 
Vice President for the 
Senior Women of the 
Mount Pilgrim District 
Association. 
2. YOUTH REVIVAL—
August 4 and 5. What 
A Time! What A Time! 
This first of a kind 

service was hosted by 
our Congressional Youth 
Ministry.  Our youth, as 
well as youth from the 
area, including Crystal 
River, FL filled our 
sanctuary to give 
leadership through 
songs of praise and 
revive themselves 
through the Word of 
God delivered by Rev. 
O’Hara Black of Mt. 
Pleasant in Orlando, 
Florida.  Sis. Kim 
Engram and Bro. Larenz 
Johnson chaired this 
very special event. 
3. On August 27 the 
Voices of Praise 
traveled to Leesburg, FL 
to sing at  a mini-
concert hosted by Mt. 
Olive M. B. Church 
Usher Board. The VOPs 
were special guests 
along with Sis. Cheryl 
Gibson Conners (a 
former Zionite). 
4. YOUTH DAY—
August 28--Under the 
leadership of Sis. 
Lemeldon Norwood, our 
youth presented 
another Spirit-filled day 
of celebration.  We are 
a blessed church to 
have so many talented, 
respectful, friendly, and 
eager to work youth.  
This year’s theme was, 
“Prayer Instructions.”  
Sis. Asha Coleman, 
winner of the Youth 

Oratorical Contest at the 
National Deacons 
Convention, delivered 
her speech at the 8:00 
AM Worship with 
Minister Ronald Thomas 
delivering the spoken 
Word.  Guest Minister 
Jaime Gilmore of 
Pleasant Grove M. B. 
Church in Ocala, Florida 
delivered the 11:00 AM 
Word. 
5. 109th Anniversary 
Explosion—August 30, 
31, and September 1 
found Minister Princeton 
Parker as our 
messenger.  Minister 
Parker is now a 
freshman at UCLA. He 
delivered the Word of 
God in a manner that is 
typical of his yearly visit 
with us; you can see his 
spiritual growth and 
maturity in delivery of 
the Word each time he 
visits. 
6.       HAT-TEA-TUDE 
was held on Saturday, 
September 10 in our 
Dining Room.  Under 
the directorship of Sis. 
Bettye Grant (“Lady 
Bettye of the House of 
Grant”), a packed dining 
room of participants and 
observers enjoyed the 
array of hats modeled 
as well as a variety of 
delectable finger 
sandwiches served with 
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an assortment of tea. 
(Please see article) 
7. FRIENDS AND 
FAMILY DAY—Sunday, 
September 18—As part 
of our 109th Anniversary 
Celebration, many 
family members and 
friends joined us in our 
Pre-Anniversary with 
Minister Willie 
Kimbrough (8:00 AM) 
and Minister Ronald 
Thomas (11:00 AM) 
delivering the Word of 
God. 
8. PRE-ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION was held 
on Tuesday, October 11 
with Rev. Bartholomew 
Banks and his 
congregation from St. 
John Progressive; 
Wednesday night’s 
(October 12) musical 
was filled with diversity 
of music from the three 
choirs of our church.  
The special guest 
musician and singer 
was Bro. Derek Smith; 
Thursday, October 13 
with Rev. T.D. Leonard 
and his congregation 
from Mt. Tabor. Each 
night’s participants gave 
thanks to our Heavenly 
Father for the 109 years 
New Mount Zion has 
been established as a 
church to worship and 
praise God the Father, 
God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit. 

 

  NMZ  

9.         
ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 16--The Culinary 
Ministry did an 
outstanding job in 
developing a program of 
worship for this great 
occasion.  Not only was 
the Pre-Anniversary 
worships filled with love 
and devotion, but this 
day’s worships were, 
too.  The 8:00 AM 
speaker was Rev. 
Fleming Tarver of St. 
John Missionary Baptist 
Church in Clearwater, 
Florida; the 11:00 AM 
speaker was Rev. Alec 
Hall of New St. 
Matthews on 50th Street 
in Palm River. 
 To accommodate a 
meal for both worships, 
a dinner was prepared 
for take out.  Those who 
wanted to sit and eat 
and those who wanted it 
to go received full meals 
consisting of chicken, 
rice, string beans, yams, 
bread, anniversary 
cake, and a beverage.   
10. CONGRESS #4 
was hosted by Oak Hill 
MB Church in Tampa on 
October 27 through 29. 
Our church was 

represented in many of 
the ministries.  
11.  FIRST SOUTH 
FLORIDA DISTRICT 
ASSOCIATION will be 
held in Winter Park at 
Mount Moriah Baptist 
Church the week of 
November 14-19.  Our 
church will be 
represented through 
many members. 

 
“1Fret not thyself because 

of evildoers, neither be 
thou envious against the 

workers of iniquity.  
5Commit thy way unto the 

Lord; trust also in Him; 
and He shall bring it to 

pass.”       
37 Psalms 1 & 5 

 

 

    
“HAT-TEA-TUDE-- 

A BLESSED EVENT” 
Reported By  

Sis. Bettye Grant 
 First, I want to thank 
our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ for His 
blessings, for without 
Him, none of what was 
accomplished would 
have been done.  To 
God be the glory for 
blessing the event in a 
mighty, mighty way.  The 
overall success of  Hat-
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Tea-Tude is because of 
so many very, very  
wonderful, helpful, 
generous, and caring 
people of New Mount 
Zion.  Many, many 
people stepped up to the 
plate and helped, 
donated, loaned, 
cleaned, decorated, and 
persevered to make it a 
blessed event.  The 
event far surpassed the 
effort.  I feel indebted to 
so many of you, “New 
Mount Zion Family,” for 
your love, dedication, 
expertise, and your  
willingness to share.  
 The  people 
responded to this 
blessed event with the 
following 15 comments: 
1.    “Triple A! very, very, 
very good affair;  
thoroughly enjoyed it. 
(Sis. Marie Beard) 
2. Beautiful event, 
awesome, classy, well 
organized, great 
entertainment, and 
another way to 
fellowship.  Just a class 
act! (Sis. Brenda Holley) 
3.    It was wonderful and 
well put together. (Sis. 
Caroline Jones) 
4.   It was great, elegant, 
nothing I’ve seen before. 
(Deaconess Mary Lovett) 
Well produced. (Deacon 
John Lovett) 
5. Great event, well 
planned and good 
response. (Bro. Arthur 
Holley) 

6. Very nice and 
enjoyable. (Sis. Carol 
Lawrence) 
7. It was an evening of 
elegance. (Sis. Lucritia 
Kight) 
8. Different, enjoyable, 
non-routine. (Dea. Willie 
Grant) 
9. It was the event of the 
decade. (Sis. Barbara 
Wright) 
10. It was nice and 
enjoyable; should be 
done yearly. (Deaconess 
Clymogline Washington) 
11. Should have it more 
often. (Sis. Juanita 
Burston) 
12. It was a beautiful 
affair.  It should be done 
yearly. A different church 
involved. (Deaconess 
Geraldine Twine) 
13. What better way to 
celebrate than to eat, 
drink, and be merry in a 
Christian atmosphere.  
The food was delicious; 
the drink refreshing; the 
entertainment engaging.  
Those who like to see, 
saw an eye full. Those 
who liked to show off, 
showed out to the delight 
of everyone.  Those who 
liked to serve, performed 
the duties professionally.  
It was an enjoyable time 
for everyone.  (Deacon 
Sutton and Deaconess 
Retta Page) 
14.  It was dazzling and 
buzzing.  It was the 
hottest fashion show in 
“De Tampa of Florida.”  

The show targeted 
children, teens, women, 
and men of all ages.  It 
was a mix of different 
designers and artist-- 
namely one of our own, 
Miriam, who modeled 
and made her clothing 
line.  This event 
showcased the models 
wearing latest styles with 
a variety of summer 
colors.  In addition, the 
hottest new season 
upcoming fall chocolate 
color with hats to capture 
a look of Christian 
elegance.  This fashion 
runway show leaves a 
terrific breath of fresh air 
at New Mount Zion.  Our 
hats are off to Lady 
Bettye of the House of 
Grant.  It was a job well 
done. (Minister Willie and 
Lady Nell of the House of 
Kimbrough) 
15. It was fantastic! (Sis. 
Joan Dawson)” 
 I, Bettye Grant, 
extend my sincere 
gratitude, love, and 
appreciation to each of 
you.  I will forever 
cherish the memory.  
May God continue 
blessing each of you.  
You are awesome! 
 

 HIS-H   
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 LOVE  
 
 
 

 
(Working to uplift the 
name of God in Word 

and Deed) 
     Thank you to the 
following ministries for 
your articles: 

 

 
    CDs, DVDs, and 

Audio Tapes can be 
purchased of the many 
services and events held 
at our Church.  For  more 
information, please see 
Sis. Bonnie Asberry 
Lewis. 
 

 

Reported By  
Sis. Deloris Taylor & 
Contributing Writer-- 
Dea. Richard Banks 

 The Saving Our 
Children’s Ministry is 
blessed with a great start 
for its 2011-2012 
sessions.  The following 
activities have been 
completed: 
*We began with an 
orientation meeting that 
included a highly- 
inspirational speech from 

guest speaker Dea. Ron 
Wardlow. Dea.  Wardlow 
encouraged the adults to 
respect the children. He 
instructed the children to 
respect authority, to do 
well in school, and to 
pursue their dreams. 
*Our community service 
project involved the 
youth and staff 
performing a “church 
clean up.”  The project 
included power washing 
the outside walls, steps, 
and sidewalk, as well as 
straightening our clothes 
closet, cleaning the 
kitchen, and wiping the 
tables in our Family Life 
Center.  The Ministry is 
very thankful to Dea. 
Darrious Bryant and Sis. 
LaQuandra Diggs for 
their labor and 
instruction.  We, also, 
thank Dea.Bryant for the 
use of his power washing 
equipment. 
*On September 24, the 
teens were taken to HCC 
Ybor Campus for the 
Jack and Jill Youth 
Economic Summit.  They 
attended several 
workshops where they 
received information on 
the importance of having 
good credit and how to 
maintain good credit.  
There was a workshop 
on saving and budgeting 
your money.  They 
played a game called, 
“Savvy Shopper,” where 
they had to purchase 

items using cash or 
credit.  The summit 
provided valuable 
information to help the 
teens learn the 
importance of money, 
credit, and how to make 
it work for them.  The 
younger children 
attended the Glazer 
Children’s Museum in 
downtown Tampa.  They 
were able to enjoy hands 
on games, challenges, 
and activities just for 
them.  Everyone had a 
great time! 
*Sis. Brenda Holley and 
Deaconess Carolyn 
Watson presented 
sessions on study skills 
and the pursuit of 
improved grades in 
school. 
*Bro. Arthur Holley and 
Sis. Brenda Holley 
coordinated an excellent 
session that included a 
simulated debate among 
candidates for the 
President of the United 
States.  The candidates 
were: >Timneisha Fowler 
(as Congresswoman 
Michelle Bachman) 
>Victor Whaley (as 
Businessman Herman 
Cain) 
>Lyfe Coleman (as 
President Barak Obama) 
>Davonte Perry (as 
Governor Rick Perry) 
>Glen Baham III (as 
Businessman Mitt 
Romney) 
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>Asha Coleman (as   
Debate’s Moderator). 
The youth dressed for 
their roles, studied the 
candidates, and a 
selected set of questions 
before exercising their 
own personality and 
intellect to respond 
regarding changes in our 
school system, solving 
unemployment problems, 
religion in schools, voting 
laws, and “why vote for 
me.”  Youth who were 
not candidates played 
roles as citizens and 
voters.  An informal poll 
of youth reflected 
candidate Michelle 
Bachman as the winner 
with Herman Cain  as a 
close second. 
*The youth have planted 
a Fall garden that 
included preparation of 
the soil, fertilizing, 
transplanting vegetables, 
and sowing seeds as 
they learned about what 
it takes to get food to the 
table of a household.  
We hope to harvest a 
nice crop of collard 
greens, okra, peas, and 
a watermelon later this 
year. 
 The Saving Our 
Children’s Ministry 
supports our 5th Sunday 
Congress and 
encourages youth to 
participate. We schedule 
sessions to avoid any 
conflicts.  

 

 
 A special thank you 
is extended to Sis. 
Miriam Sumpter Richard 
and her staff at FRESH 
START LAW FIRM for 
making themselves 
available to our 
members.>>>>>>>>>>> 

“THE MORTGAGE 
CRISIS” 

Submitted By Sis. Miriam 
Sumpter Richard 

FORECLOSURE                    
DEFENSE 

 Currently, the United 
States is facing an 
economic decline and 
mortgage crisis. In 
Florida, unemployment 
rate among Whites is 
8.4%, while the 
unemployment rate 
among Blacks is 16.8%. 
Florida has the third 
highest unemployment 
rate in the country. 
Florida has the highest 
foreclosure rate. This 
disparity is even more 
drastic on a national level 
in terms of wealth 
between Blacks, Hispanics 
and Whites. According to 
a recent study done by 
the Pew Research Center, 
Whites have a wealth 
level that is 20 times 
greater than Blacks and 
18 times greater than 
Hispanics. Given the fact 
that the highest 
foreclosure rates have 
come from Florida, 

California and Nevada, 
Blacks and Hispanics in 
these states have been 
the most affected by the 
mortgage crisis our 
country is facing. While 
the same study reports 
that it is unlikely the gap 
in wealth will narrow in 
the decade to come, 
there are measures 
that can be taken to 
protect your family’s 
most valuable asset, 
even in the midst of a 
foreclosure.  
 A foreclosure action is 
started in state court. A 
complaint for foreclosure 
often carries with it the 
feeling of embarrassment, 
guilt, and defeat. It  
separates   the middle 
class from the poor. 
Homeowners experience 
guilt from not being able 
to honor their promise to 
pay their mortgage. 
Proactive homeowners 
can save their homes 
from foreclosure. This is a 
time to protect your 
investment. Consulting 
an attorney can help 
you become aware of 
your rights and defenses 
under a state foreclosure 
action. It has been 
discovered, on many 
occasions, that lenders 
are increasing mortgages 
by applying miscellaneous 
fees, which increase the 
homeowner’s monthly 
payments. Thus, it is not 
always the homeowner’s 
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fault for defaulting on 
their mortgage. In fact, 
on some occasions, it has 
been the bank that has 
not honored its promise to 
properly apply mortgage 
payments.  

LOAN          
MODIFICATION  

 The government 
offers assistance to the 
proactive homeowner. 
The Home Affordable 
Modification Program 
(HAMP) is a federal 
program designed to 
assist homeowners in 
need. Homeowners 
whose monthly 
mortgage payment 
exceeds 31 percent of 
their gross income may 
apply. To qualify for 
HAMP, a homeowner must 
own a one-to-four unit 
home that is their primary 
residence; have received 
their mortgage on or 
before January 1, 2009; 
have a mortgage payment 
(with taxes, insurance, 
and homeowners’ 
associations dues) that is 
more than 31 percent of 
their gross monthly 
income; owe an amount 
that is less than or equal 
to $729,750.00 on their 
first mortgage for a one 
unit property (there are 
higher limits for two to 
four unit properties); and 
have a documented 
financial hardship.  

 To apply for HAMP, 
homeowners must submit 
an Initial Package to their 
mortgage servicer, which 
includes: a complete 
Request for Modification 
and Affidavit (RMA); 
complete a Tax 
Authorization Form (IRS 
Form 4506T-EZ or IRS 
Form 4506T); a Dodd 
Frank Certification Form; 
proof of income and an 
updated profit and loss, if 
self employed. Once the 
information is submitted 
mortgage servicers will 
determine whether the 
homeowner qualifies for a 
HAMP modification. 
Homeowners who qualify 
must complete a trial 
payment period of three 
or four months, to 
demonstrate that they will 
be able to make reduced 
payments on time, before 
their mortgage will be 
permanently modified.  
Some homeowners are 
successful with getting 
approved for loan 
modifications on their 
own; however, seeking 
legal assistance can 
assist others in 
receiving loan 
modifications.  
 As a homeowner 
facing foreclosure, there 
are options to help you 
stay in your home. A 
homeowner who desires 
to maintain their assets 
and generate wealth must 
be aware of the 

foreclosure process and 
alternative measures that 
can be taken to preserve 
their asset. The 
alternatives of loan 
modifications and 
bankruptcy are all viable 
and legal options to avoid 
losing your home that 
should be viewed in a 
positive light. Seeking 
legal advice in the early 
stages of foreclosure is a 
preventative measure that 
can protect your 
investment and provide a 
peace of mind. Knowing 
your rights as a 
homeowner will help 
you continue to 
achieve your American 
dream. 
 

 

 
Submitted By  

Sis. Terrell Morrison 

 
What is Diabetes? 
Diabetes is a group of 
diseases marked by high 
levels of blood glucose 
resulting from defects in 
insulin production, insulin 
action, or both. Diabetes 
can lead to serious 
complications and 
premature death, but 
people with diabetes, 
working together with their 
support network and their 
health care providers, can 
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 Find creative ways 
to avoid debt.  Make gifts 
to share or better yet, 
write letters of 
appreciation printed on 
beautiful stationary.   

 Spend time with 
supportive and caring 
people.  Connect with old 
friends and make new 
friends. 

 Save time for 
YOURSELF!  Let go and 
let others share in the 
planning and executing 
of activities. 

If you would like 
information on local 
mental health agencies, 
you can dial 2-1-1 from 
any phone or visit their 
website 
www.211atyourfingertips.org.  
Remember to keep 
Christ at the center of 
your activities, then 
you can be sure your 
burdens will be light!! 

 
Reported By  

Dea. Sutton Page 
Did You Know That 

NMZ Is A 501 (c) (3) 
Corporation?  You may 
ask what is a 501 (c) (3) 
Corporation and what 
does that mean to me? 
Glad you asked! 501 (c) 
(3) is an IRS tax exempt 
status which among 
other things allows you 
to deduct contributions 
that you make to the 
church on your income 

tax return. Another 
valuable benefit of 
having a 501 (c) (3) 
status is that many 
companies have 
programs where they will 
match contributions that 
their employees make to 
a 501 (c) (3) 
organization. Verizon is 
one such company. This 
could be a significant 
source of revenue for the 
church. All members 
are urged to check 
with their employers 
to see if they have a 
matching program 
before the end of the 
year. **************** The following are excerpts from the song  “COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS,” which is song by our Voices of Praise. 

“COUNT YOUR 
BLESSINGS 

NAME THEM ONE 
BY ONE 

COUNT YOUR 
BLESSINGS 

SEE WHAT THE 
LORD HAS DONE 

COUNT YOUR 
BLESSINGS 

NAME THEM ONE 
BY ONE 

COUNT YOUR 
BLESSINGS  

SEE WHAT THE 
LORD HAS DONE 

 IF I HAD TEN 
THOUSANDS 

TONGUES 
 I’LL PRAISE 

HIM WITH 
EVERYONE 
 DONE SO 
MUCH FOR 

ME 
 GAVE ME 

THE 
VICTORY” 

 
 

Can we “COUNT 
OUR BLESSINGS?” 

 
 
 
 
 

As we go through each 
day, can we really count 
all of our blessings? No, 
we cannot.  However, 

we can give our 
Heavenly Father thanks 
for all He has, all He is, 
and all He will do for us. 
We can name some of 

our blessings, but never 
all of them. 

 
WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
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